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THEREFOR, AND CARBON FIBER AND PRODUCTION METHOD THEREFOR 
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(57) Abstract: A carbon fiber precursor fiber bundle capable of bundling a plurality of small tows into one easily, provided with 
a dividing capability capable of dividing the bundle into original small tows naturally at firing, and suitable for producing carbon 
fibers excellent in productivity and quality, production method and device therefore, excellent carbon fibers and a production method 
therefore. A carbon fiber precursor fiber bundle that consists of substantially straight fibers having an inter- small -tow interlacing 
degree of up to lm" 1 and a tow water content, when stored in a container, of less than 10 mass%, and being free from crimping, 
retains one assembled tow shape when stored in a container and when introduced to a firing step after being pulled out from the 
container, and has the width-direction dividing capability of being dividable into a plurality of small tows at the firing step by tension 
occurring at that step. A production method therefore. A production device for a carbon fiber precursor fiber bundle provided with 
an interlacing imparting device that is provided with a thread guide having a flat rectangular section through which a plurality of 
q£ small tows are allowed to pass side by side, and has a plurality of air jet holes opened to the thread guide and arranged at specified 
f-^ intervals in the longer-side-direction of the flat rectangle. Carbon fibers using this precursor fiber bundle and a production method 
therefore. 
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